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a document.12 Incidentally, Wigfall had more company than ever at
the bar, just now, for these momentous decisions were taken in the
course of a riotous and disillusioning week end marked by intoxication.
A half-dozen or so of the most ardent secessionists were so drunk as to
attract notice even in so inebriated a city as Washington.13
The caucuses so clearly revealed the southern split that the promoters
from the lower tier realized they must start alone. Even Secretary of
the Treasury Cobb was convinced that his plan of cooperative action
on March 4 was hopeless. Also the news from Georgia was challenging
him; Toombs was still down there, meeting stiff opposition, and Ste-
phens and Johnson were fighting immediate secession. Georgia's January
2 election seemed certain to be close. The Secretary had finished his
address to the people of Georgia, urging them to secede on March 4,
and he had it fresh from the printers in pamphlet form ready for wide
distribution. He realized that now he must go. He sent a copy to Bu-
chanan by Black's hand December 8, and that Saturday night he re-
signed, to return home as soon as possible.14
Thus the first week of Congress had demonstrated clearly the con-
fusion of counsels in the broken ranks of the Democracy. It should
have made the secession group realize the unreality of their dream of
a new republic of fifteen united slave-labor states.
Ill
The second week of Congress was marked by House efforts to make
their Committee of Thirty-three function, no easy task. In the first
place Hawkins of Florida and one or two other radicals still sought to
escape duty on it. For two days the House argued over excusing them
and finally decided in the negative. During this wrangle there was
much complaint regarding the composition, particularly from northern
Democrats because they had been ignored. Several of them spoke
bitterly. Vallandigham and McClernand threatened a northwestern
confederacy; they would not be dependent on the eastern Republicans.
Dan Sickles even suggested that New York might secede and form a
free city. This debate did not subside until Wednesday, the 12th, which
had been set aside for the introduction of propositions to be considered